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Oxide system PbO–ZnO–B2O3–SiO2 with the content of lead oxide of more than 45

mol.% is the basis of non-crystallizable low-melting glasses with softening temperature of

lower than 4500Ñ. Lead-containing glasses are very aggressive, therefore they are melted

in the platinum crucibles or ceramic crucibles which are resistant to the aggressive action

of the lead glass melt. During the process of the melting of lead glasses in ceramic crucibles,

the additives (Al2O3 and SiO2) are transferred from the crucible to the glass melt. An

uncontrolled amount of these additives affects the properties of the glasses. The objective

of this work was to establish the effect of the temperature-time conditions of melting on

the physical and chemical properties of high-lead glasses prepared in both platinum crucibles

and ceramic ones. The results of the study showed significant difference in properties of

glasses synthesized in crucibles fabricated from different materials. Glass synthesized in

the platinum crucible under various temperature-time conditions was characterized by

stable physical and chemical characteristics and low softening temperature (~3800°Ñ)

without any traces of crystallization under repeated heat treatment. The melting in the

alumina crucible and quartz crucible under the same temperature-time conditions resulted

in both a decrease in physical and chemical characteristics of low-melting glass and an

increase in the glass softening temperature to 450–4700Ñ due to crystallization of glass

during a heat treatment.
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Introduction

Glass frits with softening temperatures below
420–4500Ñ are currently used for sealing of
semiconductor micro-electronic devices. The oxide
system PbO–ZnO–B2O3–SiO2 with the content of
ÐbÎ of more than 45 mol.% is the basis of
compositions of such low-melting glasses [1,2]. It
should be noted that high-lead glasses melts are
characterized by increased aggressivity towards the
material of crucible where they are synthesized.
Therefore, the melting of such glasses is commonly
carried out in platinum, quartz or alumina crucibles,
which are weekly subjected to the destructive action
of high-lead glass-forming melts.

Among the above-mentioned crucibles, the
crucibles made of expensive platinum are most
resistant to the aggressive action of melts. Ceramic
crucibles are cheaper and, accordingly, more
affordable than the platinum ones. However, the use

of such crucibles involves the transfer of trace
components (Al2O3, SiO2, etc.) to the glass-forming
melt. An uncontrolled amount of these components
considerably affects the properties of the glass. The
amount of the above-mentioned oxides, which can
be transferred to the melt, significantly depends on
the glass composition and temperature-time
conditions of its melting [3–5].

In connection with this, the objective of this
work was to establish the effect of the temperature-
time conditions of melting on the physical and
chemical properties of high-lead glasses obtained in
both platinum crucibles and ceramic ones.

Materials and methods

The chemical compositions of the glasses under
study are shown in Table 1. For the preparation of
glass mixtures, fine-grained quartz sand and chemical
reagents of «chemically pure» and «analytically pure»
grades (Í3BO3, ZnO and Pb3O4) were used. Glass
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was melted in the platinum, alumina and quartz
crucibles (30–50 mL) in the electric furnace with
silicon carbide heaters at the temperature of 8500Ñ
during 30 minutes.

Table  1

Chemical composition of glass

Content, mol.% 
Glass No. 

PbO ZnO B2O3 SiO2 

1 55 20 20 5 

2 55 15 25 5 

3 55 10 30 5 

4 55 5 35 5 

5 55 15 20 10 

6 55 10 25 10 

7 55 5 30 10 

8 55 15 15 15 

9 55 10 20 15 

10 55 5 25 15 

11 55 5 20 20 

 

The samples of glasses for determination of their
properties were produced by the method of casting
of glass melt into steel molds with the subsequent
annealing in the muffle furnace at the temperature
of 2500Ñ.

The properties of glass were determined by the
standard procedures as follows: density (d) of glasses
by hydrostatic weighing as per GOST 9553-74;
coefficient of linear thermal expansion (CLTE) in
the temperature range of 20–2000Ñ and dilatometric
softening temperature (Mg) with the use of quartz
dilatometer in accordance with GOST 10978-2014.

X-ray phase analysis of glasses was carried out
using a diffractometer DRON-3Ì in Co-K



radiation. For this purpose, the samples of glasses
powders were formed by means of semi-dry molding,
sintered and the resulting sintered material was further
ground in the agate mortar to pass through the sieve
No. 0063. To identify crystalline phases, X-ray card
index of ASTM [6] was used.

Study of the crystallization ability of glass
powders was conducted by the method of differential
and thermal analysis using a derivatograph Q-1500 D
in the temperature range of 20–6000Ñ at the heating
rate of 50Ñ/min. Powders obtained by crushing of
glass in the agate mortar were used to evaluate
dispersion by passing through the sieve No. 0063.

Results and discussion

Some properties of glasses under study are given
in Table 2. This Table shows that the values of
properties of glasses synthesized under the same
temperature-time conditions in crucibles of different

materials differ substantially.
Glasses synthesized in the platinum crucible,

as distinct from glasses synthesized in the alumina
and quartz crucibles, are characterized by low values
of dilatometric temperature of the start of softening,
and high values of CLTE and density.

The above suggests that glass-forming melts
actively interact with the surface of ceramic crucibles
during the melting of experimental glasses. Because
of this interaction, a substantial amount of impurities
Al2O3 and SiO2 are carried to the composition of
glasses.

Table  2

Physical and chemical properties of glasses melted in the

platinum (1), alumina (2) and quartz (3) crucibles

Mg, 0C 
CLTE,  

107, K–1 

Density,  

d, g/cm3 
Glass 

No. 
1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3 

1 290 320 330 117 109 106 6.65 6.44 6.34 

2 300 325 340 115 107 105 6.50 6.28 6.21 

3 310 330 350 111 106 103 6.35 6.12 6.08 

4 325 340 360 109 105 102 6.19 5.95 5.94 

5 310 325 340 111 105 105 6.53 6.33 6.25 

6 320 330 350 110 104 102 6.38 6.17 6.12 

7 330 340 360 107 103 102 6.20 6.03 6.00 

8 315 330 350 108 106 105 6.62 6.45 6.36 

9 325 340 360 107 103 102 6.46 6.28 6.22 

10 335 350 365 105 101 97 6.30 6.12 6.08 

11 340 360 370 103 99 95 6.30 6.14 6.10 

The effect of the initial composition of glass-
forming melt on the degree of its aggressivity with
regard to the material of ceramic crucible can be
assessed based on the data given in Fig. 1. In this
case, the glass melt aggressivity (d) was determined
by changing the density of glasses (dk) prepared in
the ceramic crucibles with regard to density of glasses
(dp) synthesized in the platinum crucible, (%):
d=(dp–dk)100/dk.

In the process of melting in the alumina
crucible, the aggressivity of glass melt grows consi-
derably when SiO2 is replaced by B2O3 (Fig. 1,à).
An increase in the content of B2O3 from 25 to
40 mol.% leads to a decrease in the glass density
from 2.6 to 4.0% owing to SiO2 reduction. With the
use of the melting in the quartz crucible, the
aggressivity of glass melt increases appreciably with
the replacement of SiO2 by ZnO (Fig. 1,b). An
increase in the ZnO content from 5 to 20 mol.%
results in a decrease in the glass density from 3.2 to
5.0% owing to SiO2 reduction.

Figure 1 shows that the aggressivity of the melt
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towards the material of the ceramic crucible becomes
lower with an increase in SiO2 content in the glass
composition, which is obviously related to an increase
in the viscosity of glass melt during melting process.
This is clearly seen from the dependence of Mg,
characterizing the viscosity of the glass in the area
of its softening, on the chemical composition of the
glass (Fig. 2). An increase in the content of SiO2

from 5 to 20 mol.% results in an increase in the
values of Mg of the glass from 290 to 3400Ñ.

Fig. 2. Values of Mg of the glasses synthesized in the platinum

crucible as a function of their chemical composition

Along with the marked impact of impurities
Al2O3 and SiO2 on the values of Mg, CLTE and d of
the glasses, these additives may also affect the
crystallization ability of the glasses. Therefore, the
crystallization ability of powders of the glass No. 7
was investigated using DTA method. Let us note
that according to data given in work [1], this glass is
the most promising one for obtaining of metal-to-
ceramic seals at the temperature below 4500Ñ (Fig.
3). The glass of the above-mentioned composition
melted in the platinum crucible at the heating up to
5000Ñ was characterized by the least crystallization
ability (Fig. 3,à) and, as a consequence, its melt
well spreaded over the surface of aluminium-oxide

ceramics. The glasses melted in the alumina and
quartz crucibles are characterized by a higher
crystallization ability which is proved by exothermic
peaks at 410–4200Ñ (Fig. 3,b and 3,c) and 5150Ñ
(Fig. 3,c).

The crystallization of glass commonly reduces
the glass melt spreadability. Hence, it can be assumed
that the most suitable temperature for the preparation
of metal-to-ceramic seals based on the glasses
synthesized in the alumina and quartz crucibles is
no more than 4500Ñ.

Fig. 3. Thermographs of powders of the glass No. 7 synthesized

in the platinum (a), quartz (b) and alumina (c) crucibles during

30 minutes at 8500Ñ

It is known [3] that the amount of impurities
Al2O3 and SiO2, which can be transferred to the glass
melt due to its interaction with the stuff of ceramic
crucible depends not only on the chemical
composition of glass, but also on the duration ()
and on temperature (t) of the melting process. In
this regard, the effects of temperature and duration
of melting of the glass No. 7 on its properties was
determined (Tables 3 and 4).

a                                                                 b

Fig. 1. Density of the glasses synthesized in the alumina (à) and quartz (b) crucibles as a function of their chemical composition

     a

     b

     c
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Table  3

Effect of melting temperature (=30 min) on the physical

and chemical properties of the glass No. 7 prepared in

the platinum (1), alumina (2) and quartz (3) crucibles

Mg, 0C 
CLTE,  

107, K–1 

Density,  

d, g/cm3 t, 0 

1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3 

850 330 340 360 107 103 102 6,20 6.03 6,00 

900 330 350 370 107 98 98 6,20 5.79 5.93 

950 330 360 375 107 97 96 6,20 5.72 5.88 

 
Table  4

Effect of melting duration (t=8500Ñ) on the physical and

chemical properties of the glass No. 7 prepared in the

platinum (1), alumina (2) and quartz (3) crucibles

Mg, 
0
C 

CLTE,  

10
7
, K

–1
 

Density,  

d, g/cm3 
,  

min 
1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3 

30 330 340 360 107 103 102 6.20 6.03 6.00 

60 330 350 360 107 102 101 6.20 5.96 5.97 

90 330 360 365 107 99 99 6.20 5.87 5.95 

120 330 365 370 107 97 95 6.20 5.72 5.90 

 
One can easily see that the change of

temperature-time conditions of the melting of the
glass No. 7 in the platinum crucible has no effect on
its properties. However, an increase in the tempera-
ture and duration of melting of the glass No. 7
promotes an active interaction of its melt with the
surface of the alumina and quartz crucibles and,
accordingly, a substantial change in its properties as
compared with the properties of the glass melted in
the platinum crucible. The reduction of temperature
of the glass melting to 8000Ñ leads to an increase in
the viscosity of the glass melt and in the time of
melting from 30 to 60 minutes. As a result, the melts
of glasses synthesized in the alumina and quartz
crucibles at the temperature of 8000Ñ were crystallized
in the process of casting.

Consequently, one can conclude that in order
to prepare a glass with a minimal content of impurities
(Al2O3 and SiO2) the process of melting should be
performed at a relatively moderate temperature (no
more than 8500Ñ) and, if possible, for the short period
of time (but not less than 30 minutes).

The temperature-time conditions of melting of
the experimental glass also have a strong effect on
its crystallization ability (Figs. 4 and 5).

With an increase in the duration of synthesis
in the quartz crucible from 30 minutes (Fig. 3,b) to
120 minutes (Fig. 4,b), the reduction of crystallization
intensity at 4200Ñ is observed that follows from a

decrease in exothermic peak height. An increase in
the time of melting in the alumina crucible from 30
minutes (Fig. 3,c) to 120 minutes (Fig. 4,c) causes
its crystallization during the heat treatment in the
temperature interval of 410–4600Ñ, thus shifting the
softening temperature of glass to 4700Ñ.

Fig. 4. Thermographs of powders of the glass synthesized in the

platinum (à), quartz (b) and alumina (c) crucibles during 120

minutes at 8500Ñ

X-ray phase analysis allowed determining the
main crystalline phases, which are formed in the
process of heat treatment of the glass No. 7
synthesized in the alumina crucible. X-ray patterns
(Fig. 5) of the products of the glass heat treatment
show that one crystalline phase, PbO (d=3.08; 2.82;
1.87) is formed in the process of crystallization of
the glass at the temperature of 4300Ñ (Fig. 5,a). When
the temperature of the heat treatment is increased
to 5200Ñ, the amount of a crystalline phase of PbO
grows that follows from an increase in the intensity
of diffraction maximums in the X-ray patterns (Fig.
5,b).

Conclusions

The obtained experimental results showed the
effects of the chemical composition and temperature-
time conditions of the glass melting in the platinum,
alumina and quartz crucibles on the physical and
chemical properties of low-melting glasses in the
oxide system PbO–ZnO–B2O3–SiO2 with the PbO
content of 55 mol.%. It was found that the glass
synthesized in the platinim crucible under different
temperature-time conditions featured stable physical
and chemical characteristics and low softening
temperature (~3800Ñ) without any traces of
crystallization after the heat treatment. It was shown
that the melting in the alumina and quartz crucibles
under the same conditions leads to the deterioration

     a

     b

     c
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of physical and chemical characteristics of low-
melting glass and to an increase in the temperature
of glass softening to 450–4700Ñ due to its
crystallization during the heat treatment.
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ÂÏËÈÂ ÓÌÎÂ ÂÀÐ²ÍÍß ÍÀ ÂËÀÑÒÈÂÎÑÒ² ÑÒÅÊÎË Â
ÑÈÑÒÅÌ² PbO–ZnO–B

2
O

3
–SiO

2

Â.². Ãîëåóñ, Þ.Ñ. Ãîðäººâ, Î.Â. Íîñåíêî

Â îñíîâ³ ñêëàä³â ëåãêîïëàâêèõ ñòåêîë, ùî íå êðèñòàë³çó-
þòüñÿ, ç òåìïåðàòóðàìè ðîçì’ÿêøåííÿ íèæ÷å 4500Ñ ëåæèòü
îêñèäíà ñèñòåìà PbO–ZnO–B2O3–SiO2 ³ç âì³ñòîì îêñèäó ïëþì-
áóìó á³ëüøå 45 ìîë.%. Ïëþìáóìâì³ñí³ ñòåêëà äóæå àãðåñèâí³,
òîìó ¿õ âàð³ííÿ çä³éñíþþòü ó ïëàòèíîâèõ àáî êåðàì³÷íèõ òèã-
ëÿõ, ÿê³ ñò³éê³ äî àãðåñèâíî¿ ä³¿ ðîçïëàâó ñâèíöåâîãî ñêëà. Ó
ïðîöåñ³ âàð³ííÿ ñâèíöåâèõ ñòåêîë â êåðàì³÷íèõ òèãëÿõ â ðîç-
ïëàâ ñêëà ç òèãëÿ ïåðåõîäÿòü äîáàâêè (Al2O3, SiO2), íåêîíòðî-
ëüîâàíà ê³ëüê³ñòü ÿêèõ âïëèâàº íà âëàñòèâîñò³ ñòåêîë. Ìå-
òîþ ö³º¿ ðîáîòè áóëî âñòàíîâèòè âïëèâ òåìïåðàòóðíî-÷àñî-
âèõ óìîâ âàð³ííÿ íà ô³çèêî-õ³ì³÷í³ âëàñòèâîñò³ áàãàòîñâèíöå-
âèõ ñòåêîë îäåðæàíèõ ÿê â ïëàòèíîâèõ, òàê ³ â êåðàì³÷íèõ
òèãëÿõ. Çä³éñíåí³ äîñë³äæåííÿ ïîêàçàëè ñóòòºâó â³äì³íí³ñòü
ó âëàñòèâîñòÿõ ñòåêîë, ñèíòåçîâàíèõ ó òèãëÿõ ç ð³çíèõ ìàòå-
ð³àë³â. Ñêëî, ñèíòåçîâàíå â ïëàòèíîâîìó òèãë³ ïðè ð³çíèõ òåì-
ïåðàòóðíî-÷àñîâèõ óìîâàõ, õàðàêòåðèçóâàëîñÿ ñòàá³ëüíèìè
ô³çèêî-õ³ì³÷íèìè õàðàêòåðèñòèêàìè òà íèçüêîþ òåìïåðàòó-
ðîþ ðîçì’ÿêøåííÿ (~3800Ñ) áåç ñë³ä³â êðèñòàë³çàö³¿ ïðè ïîâòîð-
íîìó òåðì³÷íîìó îáðîáëåíí³. Âàðêà â êîðóíäîâîìó òà êâàðöî-
âîìó òèãëÿõ â òèõ æå òåìïåðàòóðíî-÷àñîâèõ óìîâàõ ïðèçâî-
äèòü äî çíèæåííÿ ô³çèêî-õ³ì³÷íèõ õàðàêòåðèñòèê ëåãêîïëàâ-
êîãî ñêëà òà çá³ëüøåííÿ òåìïåðàòóðè ðîçì’ÿêøåííÿ ñêëà äî
450–4700Ñ âíàñë³äîê éîãî êðèñòàë³çàö³¿ ïðè òåðì³÷íîìó îáðîá-
ëåíí³.

Êëþ÷îâ³ ñëîâà: ñêëî, ñêëîïðèï³é, ëåãêîïëàâêå ñêëî,
ïëàòèíîâèé òèãåëü, òåìïåðàòóðà ðîçì’ÿêøåííÿ, ñâèíöåâå
ñêëî.

a                                                                                            b

Fig. 5. X-ray diffraction patterns of the glass powder after the heat treatment at 4300Ñ (à) and 5200Ñ (b) during 1 hour
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Oxide system PbO–ZnO–B2O3–SiO2 with the content of lead
oxide of more than 45 mol.% is the basis of non-crystallizable low-
melting glasses with softening temperature of lower than 4500Ñ. Lead-
containing glasses are very aggressive, therefore they are melted in
the platinum crucibles or ceramic crucibles which are resistant to the
aggressive action of the lead glass melt. During the process of the
melting of lead glasses in ceramic crucibles, the additives (Al2O3 and
SiO2) are transferred from the crucible to the glass melt. An
uncontrolled amount of these additives affects the properties of the
glasses. The objective of this work was to establish the effect of the
temperature-time conditions of melting on the physical and chemical
properties of high-lead glasses prepared in both platinum crucibles
and ceramic ones. The results of the study showed significant difference
in properties of glasses synthesized in crucibles fabricated from different
materials. Glass synthesized in the platinum crucible under various
temperature-time conditions was characterized by stable physical
and chemical characteristics and low softening temperature (~3800Ñ)
without any traces of crystallization under repeated heat treatment.
The melting in the alumina crucible and quartz crucible under the
same temperature-time conditions resulted in both a decrease in
physical and chemical characteristics of low-melting glass and an
increase in the glass softening temperature to 450–4700Ñ due to
crystallization of glass during a heat treatment.

Keywords: glass; glass frits; low-melting glass; platinum
crucible; softening temperature; lead glass.
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