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The patterns of modifying the surface of hydrogel films by the diffusion deposition of thin

layers of polycaproamide–polyvinylpyrrolidone (PA-6/PVP) from a formate solution have

been established. The relationship between the composition and properties of hydrogel

membrane substrates, which are intended for the formation of composite membranes, was

shown. An increase in the PVP content results in an increase in elasticity and a decrease

in the mechanical strength of hydrogels. The effects of the composition of formate solution,

contact time with the surface, temperature and conditions of subsequent evaporation of

formic acid on the surface adsorption of PA-6/PVP have been determined. The influence

of the surface adsorption of PA-6/PVP mixture on the physical and mechanical properties

of the synthesized films has been investigated. An increase in the modification time of

hydrogel membranes, and, consequently, an increase in the PA-6/PVP adsorption lead to

an increase in the strength of membrane with asymptotic deceleration. The permeability

of the synthesized composite hydrogel membranes based on 2-hydroxyethyl methacrylate

(HEMA) and PVP copolymers modified by a layer of PA-6/PVP has been determined

during the osmosis of sodium chloride from an aqueous solution. The osmotic permeability

of the synthesized composite membranes in the case of sodium chloride somewhat decreases

as compared with the hydrogel matrix, especially if the PA-6/PVP concentration in the

modifying formate solution increases.

Keywords: hydrogel, 2-hydroxyethyl methacrylate, polyvinylpyrrolidone, polycaproamide,

composite membrane.

Introduction

Current studies in the field of membrane
technologies are focused on innovations which allow
improving the properties of known synthetic
membranes. The production of advanced composites
or hybrid membranes from functional polymer
hydrogels takes the leading place in these studies
[1]. Despite numerous advantages, polymeric
hydrogels also have some disadvantages. Their porous
structure enables absorbing solutions, but makes them
vulnerable to mechanical stress [2]. An insufficient
strength of hydrogels does not allow them to be used
under conditions of high pressures and loads, and it
actually reduces the area of their application.

Various methods of hydrogel modification with
organic and inorganic fillers [3], polymers and their
mixtures are used to increase the strength of existing
membranes based on polymer hydrogels [4]. A
successful combination of various materials allows
creating composite materials with unique properties.
Therefore, the formation of composite polymeric
membranes by modifying the hydrogel membranes

with polymers to improve their performance seems
to be an urgent problem.

The physicochemical modification of hydrogel
films and the formation of multilayered composite
membranes are of special attention. Recently, the
development of combined membranes has become
increasingly expanded, since their formation makes
it possible to simplify the manufacturing process by
removing certain operations from the technological
cycle, such as mixing or gluing [5].

The formation of composite polymer
membranes is associated with two following
technological processes: the production of a porous
base and the application of a thin, dense, fine-porous,
and selective layer [6,7].

The application of thin polymeric films by
deposition from solutions is an effective method for
modifying the surface of polymeric membranes,
which allows considering it as a promising technology
for the creation of specially designed membranes.
The application of a layer is possible due to PA-6/PVP
films deposition with water that is contained in the
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free volume of hydrogel.
Previously, the authors of works [8,9] developed

a method for the formation of selectively permeable
membranes based on polyamide-polyvinylpyrrolidone
mixtures obtained from formate solutions. It was
shown that the synthesized films have sufficiently
high physical and mechanical properties, which
makes them possible to use under conditions of high
pressures and temperatures. Such solutions were used
to modify the surface of hydrogel films in order to
strengthen them.

Hydrogel film membranes were synthesized via
radical polymerization of 2-hydroxyethyl methacry-
late with polyvinylpyrrolidone in an aqueous solution
[10]. To form high-strength composite polymer
membranes, a thin layer of PA-6+PVP interpolymer
complex was applied on one side of the hydrogel
film, it was obtained via the diffusion deposition of
the polymeric mixture from the formate solution due
to its contact with the surface of the hydrogel sample.

Materials and methods

To form a porous matrix, namely a hydrogel
membrane-substrate, we used vacuum-distilled
HEMA (Bisomer trademark), high-purity PVP with
a molecular weight of 12,000 g/mol, potassium
persulfate (PPS), purified by double recrystallization
from an aqueous solution as an initiator, and distilled
water as a solvent. For the formation of a thin
modifying layer, we used polycaproamide (PA-6)
(Tarnamid-27 trademark), PVP and formic acid of
pure grade with 90% content of the basic substance.
To determine the osmotic permeability of the
synthesized membranes, sodium chloride dissolved
in distilled water (CNaCl=4 wt.%) was used.

The hydrogel membranes as films were obtained
in glass forms via polymerization of HEMA–PVP
compositions in the presence of potassium persulfate
(0.5 wt.%) in an aqueous medium [10]. The form
was kept in an air thermostat with an accuracy of
temperature control of ±10C. Three-stage process was
used as follows: 550C – 3 hours, 750C – 1.5 hours,
850C – 1.5 hours. Before the modification, the films
were hydrated in water to an equilibrium swollen
state.

The thin reinforcing modifying layer was applied
via diffusion deposition of the polymeric mixture
PA-6/PVP from the formic solution due to its contact
with the surface of the hydrogel sample for a definite
period of time (1–10 minutes).

Evaporation of the formic acid from the
modifying layer was carried out in a dry-air thermostat
at 800C for 30 minutes. Hydration of the resulting
composite films was carried out in three following
stages: keeping for 0.5 hours in 1.5% aqueous solution

of sodium bicarbonate (500C), in distilled water
(500C) and in distilled water for 12 hours (200C),
providing the formation of equilibrium swollen
hydrogel in water.

The value of surface adsorption (A, kg/m2) was
determined as the ratio of the formed modifying
layer weight to the area of the surface to be modified:

 0 1m m
A

S




where m0 is the initial weight of hydrogel film (kg);
m1 is the weight of the hydrogel film after application
of the modifying layer (kg) and S is the area of the
surface to be modified (m2).

The thickness of the films was measured by
means of the thickness indicator TP 10-60 with an
accuracy of ±0.01 mm.

The physical-mechanical properties of the
synthesized film membranes in the hydrated state
were determined by a breakthrough method using
the film fixed in a ring-shaped clip, under the action
of a pin indenter. Kimura machine of 050/RT-6010
type was used with a strain rate of 25 mm/min. The
procedure is described elsewhere [11].

The permeability of the synthesized membranes
for the dissolved in water model substance (NaCl)
without the application of external pressure was
measured using the osmosis method proposed by
Karelin [5]. Since the osmotic process is long-term,
4% aqueous solution of sodium chloride was chosen
as a model which provided an increase in the method
sensitivity. The amount of salt penetrated through
the membrane was determined by the evaluation of
electrical conductivity of distilled water into which
the electrolyte penetrated through the membrane.
The conductivity was measured using a conductivity
meter «HANNA» of DIST-1 type. After definite
periods of time, the measurements were recorded
on the device scale. Based on the obtained results,
the amount of salt penetrated through the membrane
was determined using a calibration graph. Then the
G/S ratio was calculated, where G is the amount of
salt penetrated through the membrane for a definite
time and S is the effective area of the membrane.

Results and discussion

We investigated the effect of PA-6/PVP
concentration in solution, formic acid concentration,
application time, temperature and evaporation time
of the acid from the composite film on the surface
adsorption and, consequently, on physicochemical
properties and permeability of the obtained
membranes.

The studies were carried out in two stages. At



123

Formation of composite hydrogel membranes

ISSN 0321-4095, Voprosy khimii i khimicheskoi tekhnologii, 2018, No. 3, pp. 121-126

the first stage, the conditions of the hydrogel substrate
formation were studied, namely, the ratio of the
polymeric and aqueous phases, the temperature
regime of the matrices hardening (three stages of
temperature increase) and the hydration conditions
of hydrogel films with the thickness of 0.35 mm and
0.5 mm were determined. The obtained hydrogel
films were used further to determine the effect of
conditions on the hydrogel modification by a thin
layer on the basis of PA-6/PVP.

We established the relationship between the
composition, the amount of solvent and the
properties of hydrogel membranes-substrates intended
for the formation of composite membranes (Table).

Physical-mechanical properties of hydrogel membranes
based on HEMA–PVP copolymers [11]

Contents of the 

components, wt.% 
No 

HEMA PVP Н2O 

Strength during 

a breakthrough, 

, МPa 

Relative 

elongation at 

breakthrough, 

, % 

1 45 5 50 0.46 190 

2 40 10 50 0.40 235 

3 26.65 6.65 66.7 0.38 245 

4 35 15 50 0.31 270 

The obtained results showed a clear regularity:
an increase in the PVP concentration leads to an
increase in the elasticity and a decrease in the
mechanical strength of hydrogels which is caused by
the formation of a polymer network with enlarged
chain segments between two cross-linking centers
due to the introduction of PVP macromolecules into
the polymeric network. On the other hand, a non-
grafted part of PVP, which was washed out during
hydration, also contributes to the expansion of the
polymer network and facilitates the mobility of
individual segments in it. Under the action of tensile
force, long chain segments between cross-linking
centers become stronger than those with short
segments, providing the increased elasticity of the
polymer. An increase in the PVP concentration
decreases the strength during a breakthrough. The
reason is the decrease in the number of
macromolecular chains per unit of swollen polymer
volume, which counteract the failure strain. The
wash-out of PVP, as well as the expansion of its
structure occurs with the increased PVP
concentration in the initial composition. Thus, these
phenomena contribute to the increase in water
amount in the hydrogel which may be the reason
for the increase in the adsorbed layer size.

The surface adsorption increases with an

increase in the modification duration of the combined
membranes (Fig. 1), as well as with an increase in
the formate solution concentration (Fig. 1, curves
2, 3). At the same time, it was found that the surface
adsorption slightly grows with increasing the thickness
of hydrogel layer (Fig. 1, curve 2).
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Fig. 1. Surface adsorption (A) of composite hydrogel films vs.

modification time (). HEMA:PVP:Í2Î=48:12:40 wt.%,

PA-6:PVP=95:5 wt.%; ÑÍÑÎÎÍ=80 wt.%; PA-6/PVP:ÍÑÎÎÍ,

wt.%: 1, 2 – 7:93; 3 – 10:90; the thickness of hydrogel layer

(), mm: 1 – 0.35; 2,3 – 0.5

It is known [8] that PA-6/PVP mixtures form
films characterized by high mechanical strength. They
are also permeable for water and low molecular
substances dissolved in it. According to the
experimental results [12], the optimal concentration
of formate solution was found to be 7 wt.%.

The effect of the of PA-6/PVP adsorption on
physical-mechanical properties of the synthesized
composite films is shown in Fig. 2.

It is obvious from Fig. 2 that with an increase
in the hydrogel membranes modification time, and,
consequently, the PA-6/PVP adsorption, the strength
increases with asymptotic deceleration. The
significant increase in strength is observed for the
adsorption value of up to 2510–3 kg/m2.

A further increase in time and adsorption only
slightly affects the strength. Therefore, the increase
in the modification time, at which the value of
adsorption is greater than 2510–3 kg/m2, is
inexpedient.

Hydrogel membranes-substrates based on
HEMA-PVP copolymers are characterized by high
osmotic permeability for water and low molecular
substances dissolved in it [11]. We investigated the
permeability of the composite hydrogel membranes
synthesized on the basis of HEMA-PVP copolymers

, min
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and modified by PA-6/PVP layer during osmosis of
sodium chloride from the aqueous solution (Fig. 3).
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Fig. 2. Strength during a breakthrough () vs. surface

adsorption (A). HEMA:PVP:Í2Î=48:12:40 wt.%,

PA-6:PVP=95:5 wt.%; ÑÍÑÎÎÍ=80 wt.%;

PA-6/PVP:ÍÑÎÎÍ=7:93 wt.%; the thickness of hydrogel

layer =0.5 mm
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Fig. 3. Permeability (G/S) of composite hydrogel membranes

for sodium chloride vs. osmosis duration (t).

HEMA:PVP:Í2Î=48:12:40 wt.%; PA-6:PVP=95:5 wt.%;

ÑÍÑÎÎÍ=80 wt.%; ÑPA-6/PVP, wt.%: 1 – 0; 2 – 5; 3 – 7;

ÑNaCl=4 wt.%

It has been established that the osmotic
permeability of membranes is slightly reduced if
PA-6/PVP concentration in the modifying formate

solution increased (Fig. 3). The osmotic permeability
for sodium chloride of the synthesized composite
membranes, which were modified with PA-6/PVP
films, in comparison with hydrogel membranes-
substrates is less by 28% of the osmotic permeability
at the content of 5 wt.% of modifying bland in formic
solution, and is less by 40% at the content of
7 wt.%. A decrease in permeability is caused by the
formation of a dense film based on PA-6/PVP, but
this decrease is slightly noticeable, therefore it cannot
limit the area of the application of the obtained
membranes.

Conclusions

We have formed the composite hydrogel
membranes on the basis of 2-hydroxyethyl
methacrylate/polyvinylpyrrolidone copolymers,
which were reinforced with polycaproamide–
polyvinylpyrrolidone nanolayers. The strength of
hydrogel membranes increased 3–5 times due to the
formation of PA-6/PVP thin layer via diffusion
deposition using formate solution. It was shown that
the synthesized composite hydrogel membranes
modified with PA-6/PVP films are characterized by
less than 28–40% osmotic permeability in
comparison with hydrogel membranes that does not
narrow the possible areas of their application.
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ÔÎÐÌÓÂÀÍÍß ÊÎÌÏÎÇÈÖ²ÉÍÈÕ Ã²ÄÐÎÃÅËÅÂÈÕ
ÌÅÌÁÐÀÍ

Î.Â. Ñóáåðëÿê, Í.Ì. Áàðàí, Þ.ß. Ìåëüíèê, Ã.Â. ßöóëü÷àê

Âñòàíîâëåí³ çàêîíîì³ðíîñò³ ìîäèô³êóâàííÿ ïîâåðõí³
ã³äðîãåëåâèõ ïë³âîê ìåòîäîì äèôóç³éíîãî îñàäæåííÿ òîíêèõ
øàð³â ïîë³êàïðîàì³ä–ïîë³â³í³ëï³ðîë³äîí (ÏÀ-6/ÏÂÏ) ³ç ôîðì³-
àòíîãî ðîç÷èíó. Íàâåäåíèé âçàºìîçâ’ÿçîê ì³æ êîìïîçèö³éíèì
ñêëàäîì ³ âëàñòèâîñòÿìè ã³äðîãåëåâèõ ìåìáðàí-ï³äêëàäîê, ïðè-
çíà÷åíèõ äëÿ ôîðìóâàííÿ êîìïîçèö³éíèõ ìåìáðàí, ÿêèé ñâ³ä÷èòü,
ùî ç³ çá³ëüøåííÿì âì³ñòó ÏÂÏ ï³äâèùóºòüñÿ åëàñòè÷í³ñòü ³
çíèæóºòüñÿ ìåõàí³÷íà ì³öí³ñòü ã³äðîãåë³â. Âèçíà÷åí³ ìåæ³ çì³íè
ñêëàäó ôîðì³àòíîãî ðîç÷èíó, ÷àñó éîãî êîíòàêòó ç ïîâåðõíåþ
ã³äðîãåëåâî¿ ïë³âêè, òåìïåðàòóðè òà óìîâ íàñòóïíîãî óïàðþ-
âàííÿ ìóðàøèíî¿ êèñëîòè ³ âñòàíîâëåíèé ¿õ âïëèâ íà âåëè÷èíó
ïîâåðõíåâî¿ àäñîðáö³¿ ÏÀ-6/ÏÂÏ. Äîñë³äæåíî âïëèâ âåëè÷èíè
ïîâåðõíåâî¿ àäñîðáö³¿ ñóì³ø³ ÏÀ-6/ÏÂÏ íà ô³çèêî-ìåõàí³÷í³
âëàñòèâîñò³ ñèíòåçîâàíèõ êîìïîçèö³éíèõ ïë³âîê. Âñòàíîâëå-
íî, ùî ç³ çá³ëüøåííÿì ÷àñó ìîäèô³êóâàííÿ ã³äðîãåëåâèõ ìåì-
áðàí, à îòæå, ³ çðîñòàííÿ âåëè÷èíè àäñîðáö³¿ ñóì³ø³ ÏÀ-6/ÏÂÏ,
ì³öí³ñòü çðîñòàº ç àñèìïòîòè÷íèì ñïîâ³ëüíåííÿì. Äîñë³äæå-
íî ïðîíèêí³ñòü ñèíòåçîâàíèõ êîìïîçèö³éíèõ ã³äðîãåëåâèõ ìåì-
áðàí íà îñíîâ³ êîïîë³ìåð³â 2-ã³äðîêñ³åòèëìåòàêðèëàòó (ÃÅÌÀ)
ç ÏÂÏ, ìîäèô³êîâàíèõ øàðîì ÏÀ-6/ÏÂÏ ó ïðîöåñ³ îñìîñó
íàòð³þ õëîðèäó ç âîäíîãî ðîç÷èíó. Âèÿâëåíî, ùî îñìîòè÷íà ïðî-
íèêí³ñòü ñèíòåçîâàíèõ êîìïîçèö³éíèõ ìåìáðàí äëÿ íàòð³þ õëî-
ðèäó äåùî çíèæóºòüñÿ ó ïîð³âíÿíí³ ç ã³äðîãåëåâîþ ìàòðèöåþ, â
á³ëüøîþ ì³ðîþ ó âèïàäêó çá³ëüøåííÿ êîíöåíòðàö³¿ ÏÀ-6/ÏÂÏ
ó ñêëàä³ ìîäèô³êóâàëüíîãî ôîðì³àòíîãî ðîç÷èíó.

Êëþ÷îâ³ ñëîâà: ã³äðîãåëü, 2-ã³äðîêñ³åòèëìåòàêðèëàò,
ïîë³â³í³ëï³ðîë³äîí, ïîë³êàïðîàì³ä, êîìïîçèö³éíà ìåìáðàíà.
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The patterns of modifying the surface of hydrogel films by the
diffusion deposition of thin layers of polycaproamide–polyvinyl-
pyrrolidone (PA-6/PVP) from a formate solution have been
established. The relationship between the composition and properties
of hydrogel membrane substrates, which are intended for the formation
of composite membranes, was shown. An increase in the PVP content
results in an increase in elasticity and a decrease in the mechanical
strength of hydrogels. The effects of the composition of formate solution,
contact time with the surface, temperature and conditions of subsequent
evaporation of formic acid on the surface adsorption of PA-6/PVP
have been determined. The influence of the surface adsorption of
PA-6/PVP mixture on the physical and mechanical properties of the
synthesized films has been investigated. An increase in the modification
time of hydrogel membranes, and, consequently, an increase in the
PA-6/PVP adsorption lead to an increase in the strength of membrane
with asymptotic deceleration. The permeability of the synthesized
composite hydrogel membranes based on 2-hydroxyethyl methacrylate
(HEMA) and PVP copolymers modified by a layer of PA-6/PVP
has been determined during the osmosis of sodium chloride from an
aqueous solution. The osmotic permeability of the synthesized
composite membranes in the case of sodium chloride somewhat
decreases as compared with the hydrogel matrix, especially if the
PA-6/PVP concentration in the modifying formate solution increases.

Keywords: hydrogel; 2-hydroxyethyl methacrylate; poly-
vinylpyrrolidone; polycaproamide; composite membrane.
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